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Temples Which Open for Residents to be in Communication

in South Taiwan — The Role of T emples for the Young Generation

Kayoko Torikar and Yuyen Hsiao

(Received September 2, 2002)

In Taiwan, temples play important roles for neighborhoods as religious facilities as well as urban
public places where People often visit to chat with each other.

This paper researches how temples are used in South Taiwan.

In this paper, we paid special attention to how the young generation see role of temples for themselves
and their neighborhoods. In the first part of the paper, we described one interesting feature that over 60% of
temple visitors were under 40 years old, most of them between 20 and 39 years old. We researched the
college students located at the boundary between the town and countrysides in South Taiwan.

We were able to conclude that young generation come to temples for their anxieties and prayers. They
think that the role of temples is important and that they are multipurpose facilities for neighborhoods. Of
course, the young generation support the activities and administration of temples with their family.
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