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“THE GOLDEN 72 HOURS" AND LOCAL
COMMUNITIES:KEYS FOR SURVIVAL WHEN A BIG
EARTHQUAKE OCCURS
~FREQUENT COMMUNICATIONS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
SAVE THE CITY AND LIVES~

Kikuo HANGAI, Ken'ichi IWATA and Toshio UEDA

Natural disasters can happen anytime, anywhere. In this paper, based on the
survey results conducted with community members in two municipalities, we
proposed three ideas of the local disaster management focusing on the first 72 hours
which are critical for lives of victims. The proposals are aligned with the concepts
of self-help, mutual assistance, and public assistance.

Further, we explored the possibility of community development from the standpoint
of local disaster management while considering the situation in which local
communities are being disintegrated due to the decrease and aging of the

population.
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