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A terminal cancer patient and interaction:
focusing on information gathering and decision making

Hiroaki TacucHi

This paper analyzes the data of interview with the daughter of the aged male patient
suffered from colorectal cancer. This analysis is aimed at clarifying the process of the
social interaction in which one is formed as a patient, and the social process of information
gathering and decision-making by the patient and its family member. As a result of
analyzing the data, the following two things became clear in this case. (1) The individual
becomes a patient through the process of an interaction with his community, his family, and
his doctor. (2) In the first stage, the patient himself collected information about disease. In
the following stage, however, his children collected information from various sources more
positively, synthesized them and exercised control over situations. That is to say, they
participated in decision making deeply. As they regarded that he feared cancer and death
severely, they controlled information about disease without making it known to him. And
it was shown clearly that a well-intentioned lie oriented this social process.
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