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Activity #6: Final Research Project            

1) Were you absent for part of this activity? 

No.

2)           What did you learn from this activity? 

I learned how to collect the data. There are some ways to collect the 
data. Observation, interview, questionnaire and counting number are 
used when I did research project. “Thick description” is also good 
practice to describe for me. 

3)  How much did you learn from this activity? 

I learned much (3). 

4) Explain your reasons for the above rating. 

I learned many things from this activity. For example, we learned 
hypothesis. I think it is useful because I have to write senior thesis. 
When I write senior thesis, I have to make good hypothesis. Research 
project is good practice for senior thesis. However, I knew that 
collecting the data is difficult. I interviewed some workers in arcade, 
but almost all worker rejected my interview. 

Reproduction of student #20 journal written in class 6/26/02.
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Teacher A Date: June 26, 2002 Activity: Final Research Project 
Journal entry #6

2) It seems to me that the students are beginning to learn how to put 
a research project together and complete it. They generated the 
topics for research with some examples coming from us. We formed 
the working groups based on their choice of topic. They then wrote 
questions about things they would like to learn about their topic. 
Next, they grouped the questions and formed categories of study 
using the research plan for project number one that we gave to them. 
After they wrote hypotheses which we checked. Once they were 
ready, we let them type up their research plan in the CCR. All of this 
was review from the model project on restaurants. They then went 
into the field and collected data and brought it back for analysis. So 
they should have learned something about developing a research idea 
into a plan with specific questions and definitions, and collecting and 
analysing data.  

3) I think that much (3) learning was generated by this task. 

4) The fact that most of the students could come up with reasonable 
hypotheses and definitions of key terms without much comment from 
us indicates success. Another indicator is the fact that they all were 
able to organize their research and findings for analysis. The harder 
part will be whether they can explain how their data relates to their 
hypothesis and then make conclusions drawing on course concepts to 
make their analysis meaningful. But at this stage in the project, I 
think we can see evidence of success. They still need a lot of help with 
the process and with the logic of their own plans but overall seem to 
have an idea of how to proceed with this kind of research.
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Final Research Project
Teacher A  Teacher B 

STUDENT LEARNING: 

difficulty of doing research and 
analysis 
developing a research idea into a 
plan with specific questions and 
definitions, and collecting and 
analysing data. 

STUDENT LEARNING: 

I think they learned how to think and 
communicate systematically.  
Beginning with inkling, a question, 
or a guess (hypothesis), they went 
about seeking information to confirm 
or disconfirm their guesses. 
Perhaps this activity is also too 
oblique for the students 
Should consider replacing it. 

Rating: 3.5 Rating: 3 

REASONS FOR RATING: 

majority of Ss able to write 
reasonable hypotheses, many need 
prompts from us 
all were able to organize their 
research and findings for analysis 
analysis remained weak 
Better students forced to carry some 
of weaker ones 

REASONS FOR RATING: 

learned about research method in a 
passing sort of way 
dissatisfied with their ability to make 
inferences about their data 
The learning outcomes achieved did 
not measure up to the length of time 
it took to do the project  
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  Final Research Project 
WHAT STUDENTS SAID THEY LEARNED Journal 

No.
1. I learned that there are small cultures everywhere in society. 1 

2. I learned new information about our chosen research topic. [big 
connection between topic and Jpn culture] 

1, 3, 4, 7, 
12, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 
22

3. I’d like to do more thorough research. [need to spend more time to 
prepare a detailed research plan] 

1, 3 

4. I found it interesting to do original research and test my own 
hypotheses. 

3, 10  

5. I learned how to do research. [observation, learned to observe 
carefully, reporting, hypothesis, comparison, thick description good 
practice for me] 

4, 5, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 17, 
19, 20, 21 

6. I learned about Japanese culture today. 
4, 15, 21 

7. I enjoyed the group work. [saw importance of good group work] 
4, 13, 14  

8. I think the project was too long; I was exhausted. 
5

9. I learned that it is important to ask questions. 
9

10. I saw how difficult it is to write good hypotheses and plan how to 
test them. 

11

11. I think this project is useful preparation for study abroad &/or other 
MIC classes. 

11, 20, 22 
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October 2002 
Final Research Project

Teacher B: 
Again the length of these projects is something that concerns both of 
us. And one student mentioned feeling exhausted by the final project. 
My impression is that we need to focus more directly on aspects of 
Japanese culture using sources from books and the internet as 
research material. As so many students mentioned again learning 
about how to do research, it indicates that we should include some 
research project. At least three mentioned how they enjoyed the 
group work involved. Developing much shorter research projects 
and/or including more checkpoints along the way could better ensure 
that some students don’t do the lion’s share of the work. 

Teacher A: 
My partner’s ratings of the research related tasks in the course 
indicate her frustration with the projects in terms of length and 
outcomes. In reading our journals it doesn’t seem that either one of 
us is content that the outcomes have been equal to the time and 
effort expended. For example, I stated in my journal reflection that 
conclusions drawn were not well connected to the course. I felt that 
we did a better job at this last year. This point, of course, gets back 
to our shared concern over devising a theoretical framework for the 
course that is as useful and meaningful as it is transparent to the 
students. 

 (Ratings on 4.0 scale) 

ACTIVITY ENJOYMENT ENGLISH CONTENT 

Model Research Project 3.0 3.7 3.9 
Final Research Project 3.4 3.9 3.8 

  Overall average: 3.6
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