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STRATEGY FOR REVITALIZING ISTUKI VILLAGE WITH ITS

LIVELINESS AND UNIQUENESS : A PROPOSAL FOR BUILDING A
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

Kaori UCHINO, Akifumi HORIGUCHI, Nguyen Thi Thu Huong, and Toshiyuki HASEBE

With emphasis on building a sustainable community, this paper aimed to propose
a response for the revitalization of Istuki village in Kuma area, Kumamoto-
prefecture. Especially, focusing on what are needed for the villagers lively live their
lives in a sustainable manner, we explored problems and latent resources in the
village through three different research activities; a visitors' survey, surveillance of
souvenir shops, and interviews with the villagers. As results of these research
activities, we identified intervening (problems) or alleviating factors (latent
resources) for the village revitalization in three perspectives; tourism, local products,
and lives of the villagers. Based on the identified factors, our main proposal is to
create the new community named "Kayabuki no Sato" (meaning "Thatched Home"),
in which the villagers can mix with visitors, promoting uniqueness of Istuki village
such as traditional lifestyles and folk culture and exposing latent resources of

tourism and local products to people visiting the village.
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