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The Effects of Dohsa-hou in Facilitating the Development of a Child with Autism:
From the Viewpoint of the Development of Joint Attention

Takashi HosHIKAWA

(Received October 1, 2007)

The purposes of this article were to suggest the effects of Dohsa-hou in the development of a child with
autism. In Kumamoto, there is a parents group of children with autism and the group has a yearly psychological
rehabilitation (Dohsa-hou) camp. First of all in this article, the findings of recent researches of developmental
psychology were summarized on the intentionality and the joint attention of chiliden with autism and these who
do not have. These findings suggested the importance of initiating joint attention and protodecrarative function
of pointing for verbal develoment of child with autism. Secondly, the five case studies of a child with atuism
were introduced, aimed to examine the relatonship between the process of Dohsa-hou and the process of social
interaction and/or verbal development. The results of case studies suggested that there were tight interrelation
between the process of Dohsa-hou and the social interaction or the verbal development from the viewpoint of
joint attention. Finally, the author proposed the development process of social interaction that was facilitated by
Dohsa-hou and the consideration of support for a child with autism.
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