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With the 1997 entrance examination, Kumamoto University started giving a listening
test in its English language test. Following the report on the performance of those
accepted to Kumamoto University in 1996, this article surveys and compares the results
of that study with the TOEFL ITP given in April 1997. The average scores of this group
of students (Group A) were compared with those of the other group of students who were
not given the listening test (Group B). In spite of the fact that the average of the total
scores of Group A and Group B decreased by 9.5 and 2.5 points respectively. The average
score of the listening test increased by 0.9 and 1.5 points. This suggests that high schools
have already started preparing their, students in spoken English, a desirable tendency

which this project aims to confirm.
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