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FACTOR ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTING GAP BETWEEN
SCIENCE AND SOCIETY IN POLICYMAKING PROCESS

Kohtaro WATANABE

This paper tried to organize the previous study on science and technology studies. Then it was
suggested the feature that to address policy issues related to science and technology we must make
a decision “now” under uncertain situation, in which science and politics are crossed each other by
complication of social issues, and in which there are many stakeholders. As a concept to represent
this situation, concepts such as “Trans-Science” and “Post-Normal Science” have been proposed. In
addition, it was suggested that the resulting gap between science and society is caused by complexly
intertwined factors including uncertainty of science, excessive expectation and trust to science from
citizens and policy makers, professional principle of scientists. Based on these analysis, I advance
future research to answer the question “What role should technical staff of local governments play

in order to make and carry out the policy while achieving public involvement?”
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