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An Analysis of the Errors in Passive Sentences of Chinese Native
Speakers Studying Japanese: Data from the Essay Corpus

Wang Chenning

This paper investigates the errors in Japanese passive sentences produced by Chinese native
speakers studying Japanese, using the "YUK corpus of Japanese essays by Chinese native
speakers studying Japanese with tags 2015' Ver.5. In particular, this research focuses on errors
involving the passive marker - (r)are-ru'. Analysed are 1) the number of errors, 2) the patterns
of errors and, 3) the causes of the errors.

The results from the survey and analysis are as follows. A) the 4 patterns of learners' errors
can be described as 'deficiency’, 'overuse', 'mixed with other expressions' and 'the other errors'.
B) the most common error category is that of 'overuse' and 'deficiency'. C) the reason for the
error of 'overuse' is that of insufficient comprehension of the Japanese passive construction and

interference from the learners' native language(Chinese).
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