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David Ostman’ s dissertation presents a new pedagogical approach to intercultural
competence, an approach he has coined: Intercultural Competence through Literature (ICL).
Experiencing ICL pedagogy, students are exposed to short literary narratives in a variety
of genres, including the memoir, short-story, and poem. Literary readings involve students
with the lives of protagonists hailing from diverse cultures. ICL methodology is documented
through thorough data-analysis drawn from classroom research, and was shown to foster a
flexible ethnorelative worldview on the part of students. This was accomplished by combining
three components: 1) intercultural competence (IC), 2) empathy, and 3) literary narrative
A sample curriculum incorporating the three stages of ICL pedagogy: 1) pre-reading exercises,
2) narrative reading, and 3) post-reading exercises is included. As a result, students
develop greater skill with regard to critical cultural awareness and perspective-taking
for the purpose of encouraging intercultural understanding, including cultivation of
attitudes of toleration, respect, and intercultural openness. By integrating genres of
|iterature representative of cultural diversity, students who may have little or no
opportunity to experience cultural alterity are able to acquire intercultural competence
(IC). As such, this new educational approach represents a signal achievement, composed of
several aspects: 1) a novel educational pedagogy integrating l|iterature with intercultural
education; 2) the development of cognitive flexibility in student groups, through an
increased ability to imaginatively understand real world situations from multiple cultural
perspectives; and 3) the fostering of positive attitudes towards members of other cultural
groups. An achievement of this research has also been the identification of contradictory
definitions of empathy in the field of IC, enabling a reconceptualization of pro—-cultural
attitudes. This research implements a science-based approach to solve a relevant pedagogical
concern: how to foster pro-social intercultural attitudes in EFL/ESL learners—a matter of
significant educational creativity and value. Based upon the facts mentioned above, this
thesis is judged acceptable by the Doctoral Committee

(RRABRDERNVER]

BXICOVTH. TAXBEOREOES ] ISHATNSEY ., BLOPHAXE L THEETHS L
5T 5.
TR 3TETA18H10:00~11:30, RASEXFFEMEXEINICT, 4 NOBEAICLHOBE



BETV, MXONBERELEHIC, BRGEZT21-. TORR. HROEE - HMEDF. HIEF
H. TAORE - 2. RTHMRICETAERE. WVIThORICEVWTLEEEDERMICH L TH
A DOTHBEEN TSN,

FERE3TETA26810:00~11:00, A-2HZEIZT, WXOLHAFERNTHON. RRRUZOED
BRICHYTHEE, FicEHICHETH ST

LEDRY ., HXAR. ORFE, OEERIATITEVTELATE Y. RKREABROBRLEL T,
ETOFMERSTHIEETHD EHIT S,

(BEEEXR]

FE FILAA—F YF¥—FEL
£85 RBRx 8L

£8B N\HOF7— FETFTR

£FB FH HEK



