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A Preliminary Research on Care by School Nurses Naomi Ichigozaki

Abstract

This paper reports some of the results from an analysis that was conducted on
the basis of an interview with a school nurse at a middle school. The aim was to
clarify how school nurses care for children.

If we define “care” as actions matched to the unique life of a subject, then
professionals who work with people need to provide such “care.” However, the work
perspectives and action frameworks that are acquired as a professional can
sometimes interfere with actual professional care. According to a study of nursing
professionals, nurses work with patients after temporarily disengaging from the
perspectives and behaviors they had acquired earlier. In addition, this
disengagement entails a relationship between nurses and other healthcare
professionals, including doctors, so that they can raise issues with each other.

So how 1is care by school nurses possible? The school nurse who was the subject
of the study was working with students by temporarily disengaging from the
perspectives and actions she had acquired as a teacher at a middle school. This
disengagement was made following an advice by a higher-ranking faculty member
in the organization. The perspectives and actions acquired by this school nurse were
essentially her awareness and actions regarding the fairness and equality practiced

by her toward her students.
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