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The Formation of Verbal Behaviors
for a Speech - Retarded Child

Kazutaka SHIN, Akiko HASHIMOTO and Reiji INOUE

(Received May 20, 1991)

This report concerns a programme of educational action research carried out with a speech - retarded
child with whom the authors had their first contact eight years ago. In attempting to treat such
speech - retarded children, the existing framework of established theories has proved unsatisfactory for
understanding problems of language and their remediation. This research led the authors to judge that
the speech - retarded child had learned to discriminate from triangularity per se and to operate characters
as the sign. ‘He had learned that everything had a name and each name gave birth to a new thought, by

means of this basic learning. He learned to transform the language of written characters into speech.
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