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Functional Characteristics of Instructions affecting
Children’s View-specific Drawings

Yutaka FuJiTa, Shinichi GoTo and Shunichi MARUNO

(Received May 24, 1993)

Present study has examined the functional characteristics of instructions affecting children’s produc-
tions of view-specific drawings. Seventy children of 5 and 6 years of age participated in two kinds of
drawing tasks. In single cup task, they were required to make best projection of a cup with its handle turned
away. And paired cup task asked them to draw a copy of paired cups with one of which being out of its
canonical orientation. The instructions given to child were constructed in relation to perspective informa-
tion and formativeness of introduction. Perspective information were operated from three kinds of view
points when attending to drawing tasks ; viewer-centred, object-centred, and viewer-object reflective points
of view. Formativeness of introduction were composed of two ways of setting up task situations ; repeated
replacement and no replacement of cup/cups in line with change in perspectives of instructions. The main
results were as follows: (1) There was no effective difference among each perspective information in the
extent to which children could overcome view-specific representations.; (2) Replacement of task object
caused some change in their single and paired drawings of cups, but they could not be directed toward
consistent improvement in understanding of the task demands.; and (3) Against Davis (1983)’s findings,
any perspective information negatively affected children’s drawings under the physical context in paired cup
task. These findings suggested the importance of redefining the characteristics of instructions functioning
as scaffold processes affecting child’s sensitive clarification of task demands, and of further specification of
child’s self-embeded construction of reality through the observation of his/her development both of
language and graphical representation in everyday life.

Key words : instruction, drawing, intellectual realism, scaffold process, representation.
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