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Integration of Children with Developmental
Disorders in Elementary Schools :

Investigation in Kumamoto City

Keiko ICHIKADO and Hiroyoshi KAWAKAMI*

(Received May 23, 1994)

The integration of students with developmental disorders in twenty-eight elementary schools in
Kumamoto-city and seven schools in suburban districts was investigated. Answers to our questionnaires
were obtained from forty-two regular class teachers. Ten of the forty-two students reported were attending
special classes for speech disorders, four were in MR classes and two were in classes for emotional
disturbances, each for about two hours a week. Most of the students had difficulties in studying math,
Japanese, sociology and science. About half of the students showed maladaptive behaviors, such as walking
around during classes and screaming. Only four classes occasionally had assistant teachers who were not
responsible for reguler classrooms. Seven students whose learning abilities were below second grade were
in fifth and sixth grade classes. Teachers reported that they wanted assistance by special class teachers for
their handicapped students and they desired smaller classes.
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