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Development of Infants with Profound and
Multiple Learning Difficulties

Kazutaka SHIN

(Received September 4, 1995)

This paper reports some research on the development of behaviors of children with profound and
multiple learning difficulties. Most of them have motor dysfunctions, but have delayed mobility. That is
considered to comstitute a lack of motivation. The more detailed reasons involved in the term ‘lack of
motivation’ are sensory motor control, manipulation of hands and adjustment of posture to the outside
world. Consequently, motor dysfunction does not cause them the delay in the development of movement
but the delay depends on a lack of the stimulus nutrients for early sensorimotor organization involved in
the adjustment of posture. When we think of development of behaviors of children with profound and
multiple learning difficulties, these are as follows. : in the posture on their back, they touch objects and kick
them with their legs. In the posture on their side, they reach for objects and manipulate them. In posture
where they move from posture on their stomach to posture in an upright position, they lick the underside
of objects, lick up along an upright square of wood and push their body up supporting it with thir hands.
In the posture in an upright position, they look at objects and manipulate them. Then coordination between
eyes and hands takes place. If we teach them according to this development in their behaviors, that teaching
has a great effect on them.

Key words : early sensory organization, motor dysfunction, profound and multiple learning
difficulties
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