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Listening Comprehension Ability in English
of Kumamoto University Students as Seen in TOEFL Scores

Hirowo SoHGucHi, Shohachi Fukupa, Terry LASKOWsKI,
Shiro IKEDA, Takeshi IHARA, Kenji MATSUSE, Alan ROSEN,
Yasushi SAarto, Shigemi SATomI and Ren-ichi Suzuki

(Received September 2, 1996)

Beginning with its 1997 entrance examination, Kumamoto University has decided to include a set of
listening comprehension items in the English Language test. The introduction of a listening comprehension
component in the university entrance examination is expected to improve students’ listening and speaking
abilities. The Pre-TOEFL Institutional Testing Program was administered in April 1996 to one first year
class of each of the seven faculties. Our findings include : 1) the average score of all 294 examinees was 409. |
out of a possible score of 500 ; and 2) the average score of each of the three sections of listening, structure,
and reading was 39.8, 42.0, and 41.0, each out of a possible score of 50, respectively. These and other figures
obtained can be used as basic data in our future investigation of project years 2, 3, and 4.
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