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Development of the Environmental Study Curriculum
in Elementary School

Towards the Integration of Curricular and Extra-curricular Activities
Genzo NAKAYAMA*

(Received September 2, 1996)

Environmental education in schools is dealt with from a multi-faceted perspective in a majority of the
subjects which make up the curricular activities, as well as in moral education and special activities, so that
students can study environmental phenomena within a comprehensive perspectives. In this article, a strategy
to construct the environmental study curriculum, so called, the “cross-curricular approach” is introduced
and discussed within the framework of the present course of study. As an example, an environmental study
program utilizing the local resources related to the Midorikawa River is described, which has been
developed since 1994 under the direction of the local school board in Kosa Town, Kumamoto Prefecture.
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