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The Stage of the Monitorial System in the Changing Process of the
School Organization
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(Received September 1, 1998)

To analyze school organization, new tendencies, which use such concepts as culture, ritual, myth, charter, and
educational discourse, are becoming dominant. Meyer saw education as having quasi-religious character and stresses
the effectiveness of the institutional model for analysis of the school, taking place of the traditional rational model.
He denied to see the school as rationalized bureaucratic organization. But he did not explain the reason why the
quasi-religious character became more influential and less bureaucratic. This change of school organization from the
rational one to religious system will be explained through the analysis of 19th century's old school, the monitorial
system. In traditional schools, one teacher taught a small number of students through the man-to-man system.
Monitorial system introduced many rational characteristics to make it possible to teach many students
simultaneously. This rationalization was made the "School-Room" more inorganic. To accustom many students to
this intolerable inorganic situation, the rational character was covered by the quasi-religious character and became
invisible. This quasi-religious character become eminent not through the decline of rationality, but through the
reinforcement of rationality.

Key words : School Organization as Bureaucracy, Rationality of School Organization, Quasi-
religious Character of Education
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