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On the Concept of Educational “Authority”

— Focused on a Paper by Reichwein —
Hironort KIMURA

(Received September 1, 1999)

Traditionally modern education theories have been related with the view of “Authority”. But today’s
school situations show that indeed the educational “Authority” is on the verge of crisis. Thus the questions
we have to ask are: how are educators released from the spell of “Authority”? and how can educators and
students make new educational relations in times of “Authority-loss”?

The purpose of this paper is to outline how educational or social sciences have grasped and discussed the
role of “Authority” and to suggest how we can construct a new concept of “Authority”. For this purpose
we examine Reichwein’s arguments about a concept of “Authority”. In concluding, we note that it should
be constructed not as the hierarchical type of “Authority” but as the communicative type of “Authority” in
which educators and students act together.
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