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With the 1997 entrance examination, Kumamoto University started giving a listening test in its English
language examination. In 1996, those accepted to Kumamoto University from seven different departments
were given the Institutional Testing Program Level 2 Pre-TOEFL (Preliminary Test of English as a Foreign
Language); the results were reported in Sohguchi et al (1996). Then in 1997, when students in two
departments were given a listening test in the entrance examination, the Pre-TOEFL scores of the two
groups, the two departments’ students and the rest, were compared in Sohguchi et al (1998).

Finally, in 1998 all departments except one introduced a listening test in the entrance examination.
This is the third and last report, in which the Pre-TOEFL scores of those in three consecutive years were
surveyed and compared. In other words, the Pre-TOEFL scores of Group A students who took the listening
test for two consecutive years, of Group B students who took it for the first time, and of Group C students
who never took it were compared and analyzed in this article.

It has been found through the three-year study that while the students’ grammar and composition
abilities were generally on the decrease, their listening competence improved slightly. This, as the last two
surveys predicted, suggests that the applicants and their high schools or preparatory schools have become
more seriously involved in their preparation for the entrance examination listening test. This is a desirable
tendency, which this project has aimed to confirm, if the decrease in grammar and composition competence
is disregarded.
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