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Constructing an Alternative Principle of Order in Education
— Using Luhmann’s Systemtheory as a Clue —

Hironori Kimura

(Received September 1, 2000)

In this paper we tried to solve a most important and difficult problem in modern education. The problem is how
educational order can exist without the support of “educational authority”. Using Luhmann’s systemtheory as a clue,
we examined two points in Luhmann’s theory. One is the argument about the “double contingency” that is the
principle of formulating a social order. The other is the argument about “educational relationships” between
educators and students. It is concluded that the systemtheory presents an alternative principle of order in the
education system,namely that educators require not the educational authority but the communicative art with which
to form educational order through their educational actions.Educators can develop such a communicative art through
their free actions.
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