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Personality in Mentally Retarded Children
and Autistic Children

Michiharu TANAKA

(Received September 1, 2001)

The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of personality in the handicapped. The
questionnaire was administered to 21 teachers who were instructing at junior high school and special
schools for the retardates. It consisted of the following categories: (1) expectancy of success, (2)
outerdirectedness, (3) self-efficacy, (4) curiosity, (5) creativity, (6) positive-negative reaction tendency,
(7) obedience. The main results were as follows:

(1) Factor analysis of the results revealed seven major factors: activity, positive-negative reaction tendency,
expectancy of success, challenge, obedience, creativity, and outerdirectedness.

(2) Cronbach's alpha which was used to estimate the internal consistency yielded satisfactory homogeneity
coefficients in general. Mean factor scores for four groups were different: (D activity factor; second
grade in junior high school students were lower than other groups and autistic children were higher
than other groups. (2) obedience factor; mildly retarded children were lower than other groups. (3)
creativity factor; autistic children were higher than other groups. (4 outerdirectedness factor; mild
retarded children were higher than other groups.
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