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The study was undertaken to explore the causes of the low cancer diagnosis disclosure rate and
elucidate the significance of cancer diagnosis disclosure. To these ends, I analyzed the claims of patients
and physicians contained in court rulings pertairiing to cancer diagnosis disclosure, as well as the
background of medical practice.

Patients’ claims indicate that the disclosure of a cancer diagnosis serves as key information to be used
when the patient selects or accepts hospitalization, surgical and other therapeutic methods. Physicians’
claims indicate that physicians tend to find it reasonable to avoid disclosing a cancer diagnosis on the
grounds that disclosure may have a strong negative psychological impact on the patient. Problems in the
background of medical practice revealed in this study include : (1) physicians often have a basic policy
of avoiding disclosure of a cancer diagnosis, (2) physicians may speak and behave carelessly, (3) both
diagnosis and treatment are not always reliable, (4) physicians have limited access to patient’s information
in the early stages of treatment, and (5) it is difficult to ascertain the patient’s wishes.

These results indicate that to promote the disclosure of cancer diagnosis, it is essential to ascertain the
patient’s wishes during the early stages of treatment and make sure that the patient will receive adequate
psychological support after disclosure.

Key words : disclosure of cancer diagnosis, self-determination, patient’s wishes
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