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The law of civil procedure is often regarded as very technical law and the least influenced by
ideological struggles. The purpose of this paper is to produce evidence against such a prejudice. To fulfil
this aim, the author examines the reform-work by the government and the opinions of private practice
lawyers about the reform of the law of civil procedure in 1926, which reinforced the authority of judges in
the procedure for the sake of rapid solutions of suits. During the debate in the Diet, the bill was partly
amended on the basis of the proposals by judges and the imperial bar association, while any proposal
offered by private practice lawyers who were engaged in the legal service among the people, was ignored.
However, many of these proposals are being introduced as current reforms. The author concludes that the
cooperation between the government and the lawyers was thought to be impossible in the revision of law
as in the cases of other fields. This reflects the ideological stream of the Taisho period, in which the
democratic and socialist movements reached their heights.
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