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Music and Life

Seigo YOSHINAGA

(Received September 2, 2002)

The 1999, the junior high school Course of Study in music issued by the Ministry of Science and
Education states in the teaching plan, “As for wagakki (traditional Japanese musical instruments), use at
least one type of wagakki through three years of junior high school music education.” From this statement,
we can fairly say that thé “excessive emphasis” on classical music in postwar school music education has
now shifted, focusing on understanding and respecting traditional Japanese music such as folk songs,
festival, ceremonial and local music.

In a way, even though I am a classical music (violin) specialist, I have often warned that music
education in Japan seemed to place too much emphasis on classical music. I would never deny the value of
classical music, however I mean that we should not ingest only classical music in school education.
Therefore, T have been suggesting that by understanding the environment of the particular regions of
“music,” we learn about ethnic identity and various emotions toward music.

Now school music teachers are in a dilemma mainly because most of them have essentially learned the
disciplines of classical music and few have a mastery of traditional Japanese musical instruments and its
development. Furthermore, another fundamental problem in Japan is that not only classical music but also
traditional Japanese music are not familiar to the common people. In other words, both kinds of “music”
are confined to particular artists and specialists.

Thus, in this paper, I shall propose my ideas and methods on how traditional Japanese music will
become part of our everyday life by showing an example introducing an activity using hand-made musical
instruments and wadaiko (Japanese traditional drums) to children.
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