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Species of Woody Plants 1n the Elementary and
Lower Secondary Schools of Kumamoto City

Kazumor:t MASAMOTO and Hiroko MATSUO*

(Recerved May 25, 1992)

Examination of a report of a contest for tree-planting in the school environment 1n Kumamoto city
(reference), which contains a list of species of woody plants 1n 61 elementary and 22 lower secondary
schools, reveales the following 1) Three hundred and twenty-two species of woody plants are planted 1n
elementary school giounds and 227 in lower secondary school grounds, 236 of the former are shared by
more than two schools, as also are 136 of the latter There are no obvious differences 1n species composition
between the elementary and secondary schools Species introduced from abroad occupy 32% of the total in
both types of school 2) The number of the exotic species tends to be greater 1n those schools whose holdings
are larger 1n number 3) Among the species held by more than half of the schools, only seven species are
of potential natural vegetation 4) No close relationships are found between the number of woody plants
1n each school and either the size of the space for trees or the age of the school These facts suggest that
the cultivation of trees now available 1n the schools in Kumamoto does not sufficiently reflect the greening
of the school environment which preferably should be as natural as possible

Key words - woody plant, species, elementary school, lower secondary school, school
environment
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