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Increases in the Ratio of Naturalized Plant Species on the
Campus of Kumamoto University or in the
Area of Ezuko Lake

Kazumori MasamoTo and Kazumi Kar*

(Received September 4, 1995)

Based on the species data for spontaneous herbaceous seed plants on the campus of Kumamoto
University or in the area of Ezuko Lake in Kumamoto City (from 1956 to 1994), ratios of
naturalized species (RNS: ratio of number of naturalized plant species to that of total plant
species which were documented in each reference) were counted. The RNS on the campus
increased from 18 to 31% during those years, and from 10 to 29% in the area of Ezuko Lake. The
RNS in the area of Ezuko Lake reached 53%, when total species were restricted to the species
which were detected in the 1990's and not detected around 1960. These findings indicate that

naturalized plants are increasing in these areas in Kumamoto City.
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