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Pupils’ Observation of Plants while Seeking Their Names

Kengo MAEDA, Megumi CHITOSE* and Takeyuki MISHIMA

(Received September 2, 1996)

Pupils must observe a plant from their own viewpoint, when looking for its name in an illustrated book
of plants. Therefore, if their viewpoints are made clear, important clues will be obtained on pupils’
understanding of plants. The purpose of this study was to investigate the features of a plant observed by
pupils and the change in the perception rate of each feature with age. We surveyed 1441 pupils from the
third to the ninth grades by using two questionnaires of multiple-choice and free description. The findings
are as follows : 1) In pupils’ perception, the external features of a plant such as shape and size are dominant
irrespective of age. 2) The observed features for which the perception rates change notably at the sixth
grade correspond to the scientific ones for classifying plants. 3) The perception rate of flowers is highest,
and its value in girls is higher than that in boys.
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