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Differences Concerning Ideas about Cleanliness between Hospitalized
Patients and Healthy Individuals

Mariko TANIGUCHI, Yuriko NAGAMINE*, and Yukari DOUZAKI**

(Received September 1, 1997)

Ideas that people have concerning cleanliness during hospital stay differ from their ideas during
ordinary life. To facilitate satisfaction of the wishes of hospitalized patients concerning cleanliness,we
recently examined differences between hospitalized patients and socially active healthy individuals in regard
to ideas about cleanliness.

The study revealed that hospitalized patients more often expected washing to have the effects of mental
refreshment and to directly remove body soil than do healthy individuals. Hospitalized patients gave
priority to cleaning their genitalia and trunk, while healthy individuals gave priority to cleaning their hands
and feet.

These differences in ideas about washing seem to be associated with the different living conditions,
restricted washing opportunities and environmental changes of hospita-lized patients.
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