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The instructional materials in physics used in the course of study for elementary school in Japan which
was revised in 1968 and 1989 were analyzed using the ISM (Interpretive Structural Modeling) method. The
hierarchical networks of instructional units obtained show the following features:

1) The curriculum revised in 1968 emphasized direct observation and experiment with natural phenomena
in daily life and were planned to enable children to carry out intensive and systematic studies.
~ 2) The teaching contents in the curriculum revised in 1989 were reduced compared with that in 1968 and
refined to enable children to understand the basic scientific items.
3) The difference between the two curricula is clearly seen in the learning of dynamics.
Discussion of the instructional materials described in this paper is based on available reports.
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