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Students’ Sense of Brain Death and Organ Transplantation
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We investigated 306 students to clarify their understanding about brain death and organ
transplantation, especially liver transplantation.

The results show that 63.4% of students have the image of death as cardiac standstill, but many
students agree to organ transplantation based on brain death and would donate their own organs after death.
Only a few students, however, agree to their family members’ organ donation without their intention.
However, more than 80% of students respect family members’ intention to donate organs if it had been
made clear before death. However, students who had discussed organ donation with their family were few.
It is necessary to make an opportunity to discuss and clarify family members’ intention.
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