REARFHE FIALE, BRFE
%495, 35—46, 2000

ABRBDOT T 4Ny —Fak & B - B mAER L ORE
BOEOF -8 %A T i B

Concern for Privacy in Hospitalized Patients
and the Influence of Patient - Nurse Relationships
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The right to control information concerning oneself is a component of the concept of privacy. The
present study was undertaken to investigate the concern for privacy among hospitalized patients and
analyze the influence of patient-nurse relationships on this awareness.

On the whole, hospitalized patients were found to have little concern for privacy with respect to their
subjective life history. When the patients’ concern for privacy with respect to 12 kinds of information on
their subjective life history was examined, their concern was relatively high for the following kinds of
information : history of divorce, educational history, belief / religion, and childhood environment. Concern
for privacy with respect to subjective life history was higher in patients who did not report a good
relationship with the nurses compared to that of patients who did report a good relationship. This difference
was marked for information concerning personality, habits, social status, belief/religion, and methods to
counter mental stress. .

These results allow us to conclude that, when collecting information concerning their patients, nurses
should form good relationships with the patients and, considering the nature of the information to be
collected, take due care to respect their privacy.
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