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Developing an Internet Astronomical Observatory at

Kumamoto University: New Features |
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The third Internet astronomical observatory is being developed at the Faculty of Education, Kumamoto
University. As the first two observatories are closely located within the Tokyo Metropolitan area, the third one
should serve upon completion as the only and indispensable Internet observatory in the western part of Japan. The
Internet observatory at Kumamoto University is given several new features, which include 1.) a CCD video camera
in which a detector chip is cooled to substantially lessen the thermal-electron noise, and 2.) an advanced design of
the control software, which allows greater flexibility in physicai/eiecironical configuration of the conirol PCs. The
former is expected to enhance the applicability of the Internet observatory to science courses in which a wide
variety of astronomical objects needs to be targeted. The latter may help increase the number of similar
observatories all over the country, which ultimately means increasing opportunities of successful observations.

The next step of the Internet Observatory Project should be to develop an oversea observatory, so that the true
“starry sky” would be brought to the classrooms in Japan via the Internet. Currently, we are planning and getting

prepared for such a move.
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