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Change in the Function of Central Shopping Streets
— A Case Study of the Kokusai-Dori Street in Naha City, Okinawa Prefecture in Japan —

Kozo Yamamoro

(Received September 2, 2002)

With the analysis of distributions and fluctuations of the route prices about the internal parts of the
central shopping street in Naha City (Kokusai-Dori), we find that there was a long core area without break
‘at the Okinawa Mitsukoshi department store and westward in 1989. However, there are two short core areas
in 2001. The one is around the department store and the other is at the western extremity of Kokusai-Dori
(Kokusai-Hon-Dori) . And there has been less traffic in the street from 1983 to 1999. Moreover, the traffic
in a holiday has decreased sharply than a weekday. Therefore, there is a decline in the commercial
centrality of Kokusai-Dori.

Under this environment of commerce in Naha City, especially, Kokusai-Chuo-Dori in the center area
of Kokusai-Dori becomes crowded with souvenir shops. Because, many tourists walk this street to go to
famous spots in tourism, for example, the Makishi public market and the Tsuboya pottery town, etc.
Incidentally, Saionbashi-Dori at the eastern extremity of Kokusai-Dori remains of the peripheral disposition.
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