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Nursing Judgments on Patients Receiving Home Care for
Intractable Diseases and the Care-related
Needs of Their Family Members

— An Analysis of Present Status and Nursing Needs —

Kiyomi Higasni, Tomoe SuciMmura and Mayumi YANO

(Received September 2, 2002)

The purpose was to examine how these home visiting nurses understand the family caregivers’ needs
for support and what support the caregivers wish to receive, with the ultimate goal of identifying any gaps
in understanding between the nurses and the family caregivers.

The following results were obtained.

1. The nurses made nursing decisions appropriately and provided care, taking into account the special
circumstances surrounding these patients with intractable diseases who were being cared for at home.

2. There was good common understanding between the nurses and the family caregivers in terms of’
respecting the feelings of the patient and the family’, ‘continuing with home care’ and ‘maintaining the
patient’s ADL’. However, there was less common understanding between the nurses and the family
caregivers in terms of ‘care as understood from an expert’s point of view’, ‘cooperation among the
people involved” and ‘utilization of social resources’. Several causes were suggested for the lack of
common understanding concerning ‘cooperation among the people involved’ and ‘utilization of social
resources’, but no definite causes have yet been found.

3. Since needs can change when patients with intractable diseases are cared for over long periods of time,
it seems essential to review the needs periodically.
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