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A Survey of the Way of Household Management in Shanghai in China
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With the social economic development in China, more and more families pay attention to “family
economic construction.” However, the system of homemaking education in China is not so perfect. The data or
information about the household economy is seriously insufficient, for example, most of the people don’t know

how to manage their money inside the family wisely and efticiently.
In regards to the above, the purposes of this paper are 1) to get the basic data about household
management, 2) to clarify a whole image and life awareness of Chinese families, 3) to establish the actual

conditions for comparisons between Japan and China.

For these purposes, we referred to the precedent rescarch by Mifune in 1991,

Thus we distributed

questionnaires of “investigation about home economic life” 1o the subjects who were all wives, living in double
income families in Shanghai, and analyzed the data statistically.

The results are as follows: compared to the Japanese siudy done by Mifune in 1991, on the aspect of the
couple’s economic relationship, in Japan, most of the families either “cooperate and become one unit™ or *a
wife are supported by a husband.” While in China, “the couple individually are completely independent” or
“cooperate and become one unit” represent main relationships.

Keywords : household management, Shanghai. couple’s economic relationship. money inside the

family.
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