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ANNUAL EVENTS AND GATHERING FUNCTIONS
IN THE TAOIST TEMPLES

— An observation on Feast of Lanterns in ‘Kuan-Ti" Tmple,East Ward, Tainan City —
Kayoko Torikar and Yuyen Hsiao®

(Received October 4, 2004)

This paper examines visitors to the festival events in Taoist temples.

It reviews the areas where used in the temples and while visitors are there, what activities are taken. The
age range and the gender of the local visitors accessing to the temples are specitied in this research. It is found
that visitors could use the grounds in front of the temples for their activitics and any events.

In this paper, it is also found that female visitors tend to avoid the use of summerhouses in the ground.
Moreover, visitors to the annual events are not only people who often gather in the temples, therefore it shows
that public visitors have the sense of belong, and the significance of Tavist temples.

In conclusion, it is considered that the ground in front of the temples is a significant space to attract new
visitors in any age.
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