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The Island Where Boke-rojin (Aged Dementia) Do Not Exist :
An Essay on the Representation of a Depopulated and Hyper-aged Society

Nomura Ayumi

This paper is author’s research report done in the depopulating aged community, said as “the island
where senile dementias (Boke-rojin in Japanese) do not exist”. The reason why the Boke-rojin do not
exist is that the aged persons who are discovered as Boke-rajin will be exiled out of their community. It
is necessary not only to know the ethnographic local category on aging and aged person, and also to
grasp the excluding mechanism of the aged person with Boke, dementia. The purpose of this paper
analyzes the disagreement of the meaning produced between the senile dementia in biomedical concept
and the social representation which are told on in the society. The focuses of an argument are the
following four theoretical frameworks about a Boke-rojin ; (1) Local ethnographic context, (2) the
global context of the aged society, (3) local public health, and (4) social position of the researcher.
Seeing Boke-rojin through such contrast leads to analyzing the function which explanation and the
discourse of the islanders, “the island in which a Boke-rojin do not exist.” Moreover, it is thought that
the phenomenon acquired from the result contributes to the qualitative improvement in the medical
welfare administration of modern Japan which Lends to be prejudiced in favor of the medical treatment

based on living thing medicines.



