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Informed Assent of an Adolescent Child and the Needs for Ethics of Care

Honpa Yuuko

What is the desirable communication in a medical treatment between a doctor and an adolescent
child? And what is the relationship between that comrmunication and care ethics? According to the
result of the questionnaire I did in September 2003, the doctors actually take parents’ agreement
seriously, though they are aware of the need of the consent of an adolescent child. Moreover, the more
strongly a doctor thinks it necessary to get an assent from a child, the more he makes an effort to
explain and show the alternatives for a child to take part in the medical treatment etc. I conclude that
care ethics is necessary as an ethical basis for making much of acquiring an assent from a child because

care ethics presupposes a weak and vulnerable individual who is inevitably related to other persons.



