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(Re) investigating and (Re) constructing the Notion of Childhood:
Learning from Dialogic Responsibility as the Essence of
Communication

Junya Hirano

To some extent, children are victims of the age of the information super-highway, hyper-
globalization, and capitalism. As these forces spin the earth as if they were laws of nature,
children are treated as the Lockean “blank tablets,” not as the Rousseauian “budding
plants.” By the corrupted hands of adults, children are encouraged to live in the world of
adults, and the notion of childhood seems destined to disappear. Children will soon become
“small people” once again. In order to prevent the notion of childhood from being erased,
this study aims to re-construct the notion of childhood in this historical moment. In the
attempt of doing so, this paper argues the importance of dialogic responsibility as the
essence of communication which allows us to approach children by balancing power and
love.
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