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An Essay on Mizumura Minae’s “Shisyosetsu from left to right”:
the Necessity of Writing Bilingually
Sonoko MizoBucHI

Mizumura Minae’s “Shisyosetsu from left to right” written in both Japanese and English,
was published in 1992 and because of its novelty, critics were provoked to discuss it in
their commentaries. This novel has many subjects and describes clearly several doubts
about existing systems, for example, linguistic, modern family, and racial systems of which
we are not conscious.

This paper investigates one particular aspect of the necessity of writing in the style of
bilingualism, by analyzing the text from the point of constructing Minae’s—the narrator
and the main character in this novel—identity.

Discussing the existing systems that oppress her and the release from them, we can find
author’s strategy for expressing the impossibility of revolving to ‘true oneself” and the pain
from that process. This novel can be considered as the first work by a Japanese describes
the resistance to a canon view of a one language in the nation-state.
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