29
E3d

g—uy NEMEPICBITAEWEHOLE

1 R s A

The transition of the concept of animal
in the history of thoughts in Europe
Satoe Kawakami
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This essay argues how has been expressed the difference between human and animal in
the history of European thoughts. Recently, in the face of the serious environmental
disruption, the European civilization, which regards nature and animals as an object of the
domination by human, is criticized by the current of environmental ethics. They emphasize
that the Christianity and the modern scientism has been justifying the idea of domination
of nature in the history of modern Europe. In this essay I try to examine the validity of this
assertion by sketching the history of a transition of the concept of animal, and on the other
hand I try to find and show an another stream which is essentially critical about the idea of
tyrannical domination over animal.
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