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Big mergers of contemporary rural areas in Heisei era
and strategies of regional policies

Sadao Tokuno

The report discusses how the rapid mergers of commune have affected the community
which centers on rural areas,and how the community must cope them. In Kumamoto
prefecture, it is typical that targeted areas are rural areas far from Kmamoto city and islands
Amakusa. In other words, this big mergers in Heisei characterize the restructuring
(reduction) of the Civil Service in rural areas. So, the mergers of the Civil Service lead to
reconsider structures of community and life necessary condition which people live in rural
areas called as sparsely populated area.
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