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The Emperor’s Inspection Tour in the Fifth Year of the Meiji Period, in
Relation to the Role of Motoda Nagazane

Hasegawa Eiko

Abstract

This paper atterapts to elucidate the role of Motoda Nagazane, known as one of the drafters of the
Imperial Rescript on Education, on the Emperor's inspection tour in Southwestern Japan.

During the former of the fifth year of the Meiji period, the non-Satsuma-Choshu group in the
governmental leaders was planning an enlightenment policy for rapid modernization of Japan. On the
other hand. the leaders from Satsuma and Choshu performed the Emperor's tour to take the initiative of
the enlightenment policy.

Motoda was the teacher of young Emperor’s moral philosophy. He advised the Emperor on attitude
to the people in the tour. He suggested to the leaders of his birthplace Kumamoto Prefecture what to
show the Emperor, and also advised them against following the fashion of westernization. Motoda
thought that modernization should be done carefully, because he understood that the values of Western
culture were only in pursuit of profits. After this tour, Motoda intensified this opinion. and became an
opponent of the non-Satsuma-Choshu group.



