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Proclamations of Prefectural Offices in the First Emperor’s Inspection
Tour of the Fifth Year of the Meiji

Hasegawa Eiko

The Emperor visited nine prefectures in southwest Japan in 1872 (the fifth yvear of the Meiji). The
government gave notice that prefectural governors showed the Emperor freely to the people. Each
governor, however, indicated to his people the way of the welcome. as follows:

1. To show respect to the Emperor, stated in every prefecture.

2. To give the Emperor a hearty welcome. in most prefectures.

3. Not to have disgraceful action such as nakedness out of doors and urinating by the roadside, in

some prefectures.

The first statement was necessary to call people’s attention. because they had not recognized the
Emperor's authority. For the scecond statement, people decorated their houses with Shinto straw
festoon and lantern, and displayed fireworks. These two statements became the fundamental items for
reception on the following Emperor’s inspection tows. The third was intended Lo change the old bad

custom to western style. This notice was expanded nationwide and enforced as an “enlightened policy™.



