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“Degeneration” of the Youth in the Later Meiji era
— An analysis of discourse on Motion Pictures —

Kato Akiko

The purpose of this paper is to describe the conception of “degeneration” of the youth in the later
Meiji era in Japan, examining the articles on Kyotku-Jiron (the Education Review) that was published
from the later Meiji cra to the middle of Taisho era. [ focus on the discourse within the filed of education
and show whom the critics talked about and how they perceived the motion pictures.

[ found that only the elementary school age students were targeted in the articles. The earlier articles
concern mainly health problems caused by watching motion pictures. However, the main concerns are
shifted to ethical problems later. On the contrary, the motion picture itsell was criticized in the earlier,
but the favorable opinions on the motion pictures emerged after the 6" year of Taisho era as they
acknowledged Lhe positive, educational functions of the motion pictures.

However. il was not the medical concerns. nor the stories of movies, that the molion pictures were
criticized in the earlier stage. In the later Meiji era, the student delinquency problems, especially boys
and girls companionships. claimed the huge social attentions.

With this backdrop, the discourse I examined shows thal the dark place like Movie Theater seemed Lo
be perceived as the place where they made contact with “the degeneration.” That is the reason why

motion pictures were criticized.



