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Study on Farmstay Management of Family Farmers in Rural Korea
— Social Network Analysis and Lifestyle-Agriculture Theory —

JaNG Myunju - PARK Duckbyeong « Tokuno Sadao

This study aims to examine the farmstay management of family farmers in rural Korea, especially
focusing on social network analysis and lifestyle-agriculture theory. Lifestyle-agriculture theory
consists of four components: goods, income, human beings and lifestyle. These are linked to each other
and harmonized with supplying agriculture products, income effecting on direct utility and agriculture
products, and human beings managing their lives in rural areas and maintaining their lifestyles.

In the case of a farmstay in Darengi village, it s population peaked in the mid 1960° s at 700 and
has -dramatically decreased-to-120 recently. In 2005, the number of farm households with a farmstay
business was 27 people in 14 households.

The rural tourism development project has been carried out about since 2002. I surveyed 16 people in
9 farmstay farm households. From the results of the survey, it was found that most farmstay businesses
are managed by people over 61 and mainly by couples.

Social network analysis conducted on the community included degree centrality and betweenness
centrality. It was shown that women were more like to have betweenness centrality. This means that
women have much more transactional relationships to manage their own businesses and to have good
opportunities to make money. And it was also shown that households composed of a husband and wife
are more likely to have degree centrality. Degree centrality means that husbands and wives are
considered to have direct relationships and power and these things in turn help them to mange their

farmstay businesses.

Key words: rural development, farmstay business, lifestyle-agriculture theory, social network analysis



