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A Consideration Regarding the Way of Collaborative Research between
University and University-affiliated School

— Seeking the principal and method for teaching and learning
“writing” during the introductory period —

Junko Kawano

How to promote collaborative researches between the university and the university-affiliated elementary
school is a major issue for the college of education at the university. In order to seeks the principle and method
for teaching and learning “writing” during the introductory period, which has been a major concern at
elementary schools and for which further research development is needed, this paper reports the results and
challenges of the collaborative researches worked out by the Japanese Language Department at Kumamoto
University-affiliated elementary school and the present writer who belongs to the Japanese Language Research
Department at Kumamoto University. As an issue of the way of collaborative research, I will introduce activities
of the research project groups (there are two collaborative research groups: a collaborative research group 1 is an
informal research group “Japanese Language Education wakimizu no kai,” and a collaborative research group 2
is a research group between the university and the university-affiliated elementary school). I will also discuss the
transformation of the teachers (changes in their viewpoints and attitudes) who are involved in these two groups.
Conclusive speaking, it was confirmed that there is a great significance for the “collaborative research groups 2”
that the “collaborative research group 1” comprising public junior high school and elementary school teachers,
supervisors of school education, administrative staff members, and students is incorporated in the “collaborative
research group 2” organized by the university and the university-affiliated elementary school. Specifically, a
collaborative research system is established, in which people involved learn from each other in a more equal
relationship. In addition, also for those people who are involved in the “collaborative research group 1.” this
collaborative research system provided a shared sense of problem regarding how to evoke “learning from the
learners” and provoked a new learning opportunity regarding this sense of problem.The future challenge is to
promote development of groups that can further perform such collaborative researches and to carefully select the
contents of researches, as opportunities to educate students in the teacher-training course.
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