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Rise of National Front and transformation of social system in
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In contemporary Europe, in spite of recent trends which go beyond the boundary of na-
tion-state, we can observe some counter-trends which seek for a volte-face of these trends.
Rise of extreme right is its salient example.

In this paper, I take the French extreme right party, National Front, to examine the politi-
cal, economic and social background of these counter-trends. Rise of this party is generally
explained as the reaction against the new trends, namely, globalization, making of EU, im-
migration. It goes without saying that these are important factors. But in order to under-
stand the complexity of the matter, it is critically important to understand rise of National
Front not as a simple reaction against the new trends, rather as a symptom of a social cleav-
age between new trends and old social system.

The post-war French social system has been based upon class distinction (capital/labor)
and political representation (right/left) . Coming of post-industrial society has devalued
this system, while new system to cope with new trends is still to be found. National Front
has arised from this void. This paper demonstrates this point.
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