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Landscape/Photography and >Scopic Regimes<
—On Takuma Nakahira and Daido Moriyama —

Tsumoru YAMADA

Martin Jay states that there are “several, perhaps competing” >scopic regimes< of

modernity. Besides “Cartesian perspectivalism”, which is normally claimed to be the
dominant visual model of the modern times, he presents two ideally typical
characterizations: the visual culture of “the art of describes” and “the baroque scopic regi
me”. (Martin Jay: Scopic Regimes of Modernity.)
The photographers of >Provoke<, Takuma Nakahira and Daido Moriyama, struggled with
perspectivalism and found their way. Takuma Nakahira, who now casts his eyes on the
fragmentary, detailed, and richly articulated surface of the world, seems to follow the visual
culture of “the art of describes”. And Daido Moriyama, who now regards a photograph as
a palimpsest of memories, seems to be connected with “the baroque vision”.
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